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Mr. Rector of the University of Cyprus, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Friends, 

 It gives me great pleasure to open this international workshop 

jointly organized by the University of Cyprus and Le Mans University.  

 It should be pointed out that Le Mans University has played an 

active role in the archaeological cooperation developed between our 

two countries.  

 For the last two years, in partnership with the Department of 

Antiquities and the French Institute in Cyprus, a student enrolled in the 

“Development of cultural heritage” Master program offered by Le 

Mans University, has come to Cyprus to make an end-of-study 

internship. The selected students were entrusted with the task of 

drawing up a development plan on a specific Cypriot archaeological 

site and developing tools which are necessary for its implementation. 



 In 2013, a student worked on the Khirokitia site. Some of the 

ideas she put forward at the end of her internship will be finalized in 

April next year. 

 In 2014, another student looked into the development of the 

Kition-Bamboula site. In 2015, the Amathonte site will be the focus of 

attention. 

 I hope that this workshop proves to be the beginning of a close 

cooperation between these two universities and that a cooperation 

agreement will be signed between Le Mans University and the 

University of Cyprus in the coming months. 

But let us come back to today’s workshop’s topic. 

France remains a reference in the field of archaeology: at 

present, 150 French archaeological missions are working in 60 

different countries. Undoubtedly, archaeology is an important vector 

for France’s scientific influence across the world. 

 Underwater archaeology is a specific branch of archaeology. 

The first important phase of underwater archaeology history dates 

back to the early 19th century with the invention of standard diving 

dresses and the first underwater machines.  



 The second phase of underwater archaeology’s scientific 

development started in 1943 and finished in 1995. It is closely related 

to the development of the scuba set, which was invented by Yves le 

Prieur in 1937 and then enhanced by Jacques-Yves Cousteau in 1943. 

 Cousteau popularized scuba diving and the access to wrecks 

located in the Mediterranean Sea. He reported on the archaeological 

excavations he carried out on the Mahdia wreck in 1948 and, in 

particular, at Grand-Congloué from 1952, with the help of Fernand 

Benoit, an archaeologist who, on that occasion, laid the foundations of 

underwater archaeology in France. 

 Since then, France has kept playing a leading role in the very 

particular area of sea bed exploration. 

 The third phase of underwater archaeology started in 1995 with 

the development of underwater robotics. 

 As you will have understood, following the example of land 

archaeology, underwater archaeology has progressively acquired a 

more scientific character, notably through the implementation of a 

specific methodology for research, for the conduct of exploration, 

sounding, and excavations operations, as well as for documentation 

and publishing. Underwater archaeology falls within a broader 

scientific field, namely the field of maritime and coastal archaeology. It 



gathers several subfields together, such as trade and exchange 

archaeology, naval archaeology and harbor archaeology. 

 The specific working conditions met in sub-aquatic 

environments lead to the definition of techniques particular to 

underwater archaeology. 

 Underwater archaeology enables to bring to light and study 

fossilized remains often preserved in quite ideal conditions. 

 Except in the case of looting, a sunken vessel contains an 

untouched load of goods. No other documentary source can 

reconstruct as precisely exchange flows during Antiquity or more 

recent periods. 

 I would like to stress that the cultural heritage located on the 

sea bed is protected by the Convention on the Protection of the 

Underwater Cultural Heritage, which was adopted in 2001 by the 

UNESCO. The convention aims at helping states to better protect their 

submerged cultural heritage through an international legal framework. 

  

France plays a leading role in the field of naval archaeology. Mr 

Patrice Pomey, who is attending this workshop, is recognized 

internationally for his work, in particular for his publications « La 



navigation dans l’Antiquité »(1997) and « l’Archéologie Navale » 

(1994). Likewise, Mr. Pascal Arnaud published in 2005 a remarkable 

book dealing with the Mediterranean navigation routes during 

Antiquity. 

Cyprus enjoys an extremely rich historical and cultural heritage. 

This particularly applies to naval archaeology, field in which two 

important discoveries should be highlighted: 

- The Mazotos wreck, excavated under the leadership of 

Stella Demesticha and Demetrios Michaelides. This 

discovery is of particular importance for the history of 

navigation and trade during Antiquity in Eastern 

Mediterranean. This wreck provides us with crucial 

information related to the economic relations between 

North Aegean and South-Eastern Mediterranean, in 

particular about the role played by Cyprus on these 

navigation routes during the last phase of Cyprus 

independent kingdoms and about the type and size of ships 

used at that time. 

- The discovery of the Kyrenia wreck in 1965 is a major 

milestone in naval archaeology. This ship, which used to sail 

under Alexandre the Great and his successors, is particularly 



well preserved and helps to understand shipbuilding during 

Antiquity.  

 This workshop is an opportunity not only to revisit these two 

major discoveries but also to present the results of research carried 

out over the last few years and to discuss important topics related to 

exploration, such as the geography of sailing, seaborne trade patterns 

and mechanisms, ship types as well as shipbuilding technology. A 

special emphasis will be placed on the Hellenistic Period, a period 

when it was of upmost importance for kingdoms of the Mediterranean 

to build up a solid maritime power. 

 Last, I would like to conclude by expressing my appreciation to 

Professors Stella Demesticha and Emmanuel Nantet for organizing this 

event. 

I wish you a fruitful work session and thank you for your 

attention. 


