
Mister Presidents, 

Ambassadors, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

We are gathering this evening around Mr. 

Koutsokoumnis, President of  the Cypriot 

Football Association, and Mr. Sertoglu, 

President of the Turkish-Cypriot Football 

association to commend the arrangement 

they concluded last November in Zurich to 

reunite the Cypriot football, under the aegis 

of FIFA and UEFA. 

Few months ago, in Switzerland, both 

Presidents showed great leadership and 

courage in signing this arrangement together 

with Mr. Platini, the UEFA President, and Mr 

Blatter, the FIFA President. They both face 

criticisms, but at the end, the football clubs 

endorsed the text, paving the way for its 

implementation. Their courage deserves our 

respect and our support to go beyond the 



arrangement and work on its practical 

implementation. 

But before I give the floor to the Presidents 

so that they can explain us the main points 

and stakes of this arrangement, I would like to 

share with you some of the reasons why I 

decided to organize this event. 

- When we discussed with both Mr. 

Sertoglu and Mr. Koutsokoumnis, we 

found that they had few opportunities 

to present what they were doing and 

exchange with the diplomatic 

community. Their effort for reunifying 

Cypriot football was, and still is, 

nevertheless of utmost importance for 

the evolution of the Cypriot society as a 

whole. Of course this arrangement is 

about sports and football only. But it 

carries also a very important societal 

dimension we cannot ignore: the idea 

that the youth of Cyprus and the entire 



population can reunite around sports, 

around their football stars, clubs and 

competition.  

- The responsibility of the football 

association’s leaders is crucial in this 

regard as this arrangement has 

increased the hopes of thousands of 

young Cypriots.  That is why they 

deserve our full encouragements and 

support. This is the reason why I wanted 

to facilitate their contacts and offer the 

opportunity of an exchange between the 

football associations and the diplomatic 

community. 

- But there are also other reasons. People 

who know me won’t be surprised if I say 

that I am fan of sports. Rugby of course, 

but football as well, and I didn’t want to 

lose the opportunity of helping, as far as 

I can, both associations in their 

commitment. I am sure that the Cypriot 



football will be reinforced at the 

international level because it will be able 

to attract more talented young players. 

- And finally, you may know that France 

has played a very important role in 

structuring international football. Robert 

Guérin, journalist for Le Matin 

newspaper, has been the first President 

of FIFA after its establishment in Paris in 

1904. His role in creating FIFA 110 years 

ago has been crucial. It is our duty as 

French diplomats to keep this heritage 

alive.  

- Our compatriot and colleague Jérôme 

Champagne is one model of this French 

Sport diplomacy. He has been working 

with the Cypriot football associations for 

years but also with other federations in 

divided countries. I want to pay tribute 

to his work, and tell him good luck for 

his candidacy to the FIFA presidency. 



To conclude, our hope is that both 

associations will be able to finalize the very 

important work they have initiated last 

November. Especially now that a new 

momentum is emerging with the recent 

adoption of the joint Declaration between the 

two Leaders in order to restart the 

negotiating process in view of reunifying this 

island. Every step that can encourage such a 

result is welcome./. 


