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*  * 

- Next Monday, the Climate Change Summit, called the 21st Conference of the 

parties (COP21) will be opened by the heads of states and heads of governments, and 

notably President Anastasiades who will attend the event. During two weeks more 

than 40.000 persons are expected to come in Paris: 196 national delegates, many 

international organizations, NGOs, businessmen and private firms.  

- Of course, the terrorist attacks that occurred in Paris less than 2 weeks ago have 

increased the challenges that France, as the host country, faces in order to secure 

this historic event. But the President decided that the COP21 will take place even 

after these attacks, because climate is important to the whole planet and this event 

will be a moment of hope and solidarity. Of course security measures will be 

drastically reinforced, and some events have already been cancelled to prevent any 

threats (Climate march for instance). But any event taking place in secured premises 

will be maintained, to ensure the involvement of civil society, notably through the 

“Génération Climat” spaces. More than 300 events, debates or conferences will take 

place, because civil society’s involvement is crucial for the success of the COP 21.  

- The objective is still the same: reaching a universal binding agreement and define 

solutions to limit global warming to less than 2°C in comparison with pre-industrial 

era. Paris Alliance for the Climate, as we call it,  is composed of 4 elements: 
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1. One intergovernmental text agreed among the 196 participating countries: 

Many rounds of negotiations have been going on for one year and have led to a 

promising initial outcome: a 50 pages text has been drafted and represents a 

good starting point for the negotiation. It is well balanced but achieving a result 

will necessitate a strong political will from political leaders.  

2. Intended nationally determined contributions regarding the reduction of 

emissions and adaptation: 169 countries representing 91% of global emissions 

have published their contributions. This is an important step showing that a 

large majority of countries have already initiated their transition towards 

resilient and low carbon economies, leading to major changes in the global 

economy. Some analysis of the INDCs - even if they are incomplete - shows 

however that we are still beyond the objective, at 3°C warming following some 

estimates. It clearly shows the necessity to regularly review our engagements 

and to define long term operational strategies to achieve the 2°C objectives.  

3. An “Agenda of Solutions” called Lima Paris Action agenda, which aim is to 

mobilize NGOs, local governance structures and private sector around 

cooperative initiatives on greenhouse gas emissions reduction. 8596 activities 

gathering more than 1600 cities are registered on the NAZCA platform, showing 

the important involvement of non-state actors in this process. A regular 

dialogue has been going on for more than 6 months to closely associate 

business leaders to the discussions, notably on innovation or carbon price.  

4. A Finance aspect, in order to assure the most vulnerable countries of our 

solidarity and support the transition towards resilient and low carbon 

economies. We pledged to mobilize 100 Billion $ in 2020 to support attenuation 

policies of developing countries. In 2014, 64 billion were allocated and the 

Green Fund approved projects up to 168M$ at the beginning of November, 

showing that we have now entered the operational phase of this project. France 

has committed 3B$ in 2015 and will allocate 5B$ in 2020. 
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- There is renewed hope that the COP21 will be achieving concrete results to limit 

global warming, and will be also the beginning of a new dynamic to drastically 

reduce greenhouse gas emission before we achieve carbon neutrality. Nothing is 

done yet, but there are clear signs of political engagement. An important one was the 

French-Chinese declaration of November 2nd, when both Presidents showed a 

shared commitment for an agreement and the necessity to regularly review 

progresses.  

- 2015 seems to be the warmest year ever recorded and an incredible number of 

extreme climatic events occurred, which could be linked to global warming. That is 

why it is urgent to act so that 2015 could also be the wake-up year against climate 

change. It is of course the responsibility of the negotiators and heads of states and 

governments, but it is also in the hands of medias, businessmen and average people 

who have to mobilize themselves to make this COP 21 a new beginning towards a 

carbon free life./. 


