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- Next November and December, France will host in Paris the Climate Change 

Summit, called the 21st Conference of the parties (COP21). More than 30.000 

people will gather in Paris: 195 national delegates, many international 

organizations, NGOs, businessmen and private firms, with the objective of 

reaching an agreement and define solutions to limit global warming to less 

than 2°C in comparison with pre-industrial era (Defined in Cancun in 2010). 

 

- Stakes are tremendous: if we don’t change the way we act nowadays, if we 

don’t limit our greenhouse gas emissions, global warming could be up to 

5/6°C, leading to a massive change of the global climate system. And the 

window of opportunity to limit global warming to 2°C is rapidly closing, as the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC/GIEC) told us in its last 

report (Nov. 2014). After the failure of the Copenhagen Summit, we have to 

succeed in Paris.  

 

- But there is hope: it is still possible to limit global warming. New 

technologies such as photovoltaic, allow us to have such hope and their 

development is an opportunity for green growth. Events like this conference 

are key to show that technical solutions exist and are profitable for all. Apart 



from Europe, where there is a general consensus on the issue, an increasing 

political will for such change is emerging, especially among political leaders of 

the major economies such as China, US, India are definitely more concerned 

about greenhouse gas emissions and global warming. This mobilization has to 

increase to make the COP21 a success. 

 

- How do we get there? Four results will be important for the success of the 

COP 21: 

o One ambitious, universal and binding agreement signed by the 195 

participating countries and the EU. A preliminary draft was agreed in Lima 

(COP20) and the negotiation continues to improve the text : there was an 

informal negotiating session in Paris this week and formal negotiations will 

be held in Bonn in the first half of June. 

o Submission of national contributions: The idea is to get as much 

information as possible on how countries will contribute to limit global 

warming and greenhouse gas emissions and if these efforts are sufficient 

to limit global warming. So far, 7 countries and the EU have submitted 

their contributions, representing around 30% of global emissions. More 

contributions will come, especially before the summer for the most 

advanced economies.  

o Financing the political agreement: our shared objective is to mobilize 100 

billion dollars per year by 2020, notably through the Green Fund which 

has already collected 10B$. It is crucial to support most vulnerable 

countries, notably to finance adaptation projects. The IMF, the World 

Bank, the International Development Finance Club have already worked to 

this aim.  



o An “Agenda of Solutions” complementing state engagements, gathering 

NGOs, local governance structures and private sector all together in 

order to support the process and show that solutions are possible and 

profitable from an economic point of view. In this sector as well the 

international mobilization is rapidly increasing. A meeting of EU mayors 

was held in Paris last March, to which Nicosia municipality participated, 

during which EU Mayors affirmed their commitment to fight against 

climate change. Important events will be also held in May in Paris with the 

Business and Climate Summit (20-21 May) and the International Climate 

finance Day (22 May), which will allow private and financial sector to 

discuss practical solutions to contribute to limit global warming. 

 

- That is why this meeting also is very important. Producing and transporting 

more renewable energy is one of the core objectives of the EU Energy 

strategy, which is fully in line with climate change imperatives. Photovoltaic 

electricity, especially in Cyprus, will be increasingly part of our future and this 

Conference is an opportunity to show that tackling global warming is also an 

opportunity for green growth. Preventing a catastrophic global warming will 

be good for the wellbeing of future generations but also for our actual 

economic interests. As today, bringing together government representatives, 

local authorities, private sector and civil society is essential to build this 

coalition and to achieve a positive result in Paris for the COP 21 next 

December./. 


